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Resume and Conclusion 

 

Aristotle's Book of Animals is one of the oldest resources in Zoology. Avicenna is 

one of the most eminent polymaths in the Arab-Islamic civilization with obvious 

Aristotelian effect in his philosophical and scientific writings. In his encyclopedia, Al-

Shifa', Avicenna allocated a section to discuss Zoology. This section is considered by 

modern researchers as a concise presentation of Aristotle's Book of Animals.  

However, the few available studies have not investigated different aspects of these 

two books. In particular detailed studies regarding the similarities, differences and 

methodological approaches are needed.     

Therefore, in this dissertation a comparative study has been conducted between 

(Zoology) of Aristotle and Avicenna. This enquiry has been approached based on 

copies of the above mentioned books in accordance to historical scientific and critical 

methodology.  

This dissertation consists of four chapters as follows: Study of the Aristotle's Book 

of Animals, Study of some issues of Zoology before Avicenna, Study of Avicenna's 

Book of Animals, and a comparative analytical discussion between the above 

mentioned books. 

It has been noticed that Aristotle over focused on Comparative Anatomy, over 

emphasized the environmental factors and established the basis of modern animal 

taxonomy.   

Looking at Arab thinkers Zoology before Avicenna was discussed from either 

literature point of view such as Al-Jahiz, or symbolic and missionary point of view 

such as Ikhwan Al-Safa'.  

By contrast, Avicenna showed rigorous scientific and rational methodology. He 

over focused on descriptive anatomy, with frequent and mature references to medical 

ideas and theories such as the theory of Humors.  

The comparative analysis has demonstrated significant similarities in the structure 

and contents of these two books. However, Avicenna was more organized in his 

presentation with obvious attempts to balance the Aristotelian philosophy and medical 

thoughts. From resources point of view Aristotle used scientific and mythological 

ones, whereas Avicenna followed pure scientific methodology. In addition, Avicenna 

contradicted Aristotle in several places such as Spontaneous Generation, and the Blood 

Vessels and Nerves origin 



 

 

.   

    Finally, the main conclusions of this thesis include the following: The 

similarities in format between these two books did not reflect similarities at the 

scientific level. Avicenna's appreciation of Aristotle did not prevent him from 

contradicting many ideas of the first teacher in the Book of Animals. Hence, Avicenna 

demonstrated a deep critical and accurate view when he dealt with Aristotelian 

heritage and thoughts, a fact that highlights Avicenna pioneering role in the 

development of Zoology in the Arab-Islamic civilization.  

 



 

 



 

 

 


